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PEAK SCHOOL
Clarification of use and refurbishment of Performing Arts & Hall
January 2012

Justification

With an area too small to teach Music with a whole class, lack of break out areas, lack of light or adequate lighting, very dark areas, substandard stage, acoustic and sound systems the area listed for refurbishment on the lower floor of Peak school is inadequate as a learning and teaching space for students and teachers.

Specifically;

Performing Arts area:
· Inadequate space to teach classes in the Music room.  Bottom line is that 30 students and their instruments do not fit in current teaching space.
· Music lessons interrupt PE lessons and vice versa when PE is in hall
· No breakout areas for small group work (currently children work outside toilet area, hallway etc)
· No quiet practise rooms (for editing work, creating music etc)
· Dark/poor lighting

     Hall and stage area:
· Poor acoustics and lighting (constant issue for parents who come to watch their children and/or school performances/functions)
· Stage cannot be used adequately for performances because of it’s design (poor sight lines, acoustics and lighting)
· Stage very dark and now used as storage area rather than a teaching area
· Portable staging currently used to overcome stage inadequacies is not effective and needs to be replaced 

     External area:
· Currently not used by teaching staff or students (heavily underutilised area)
Proposed work and use of areas:

Performing Arts area:
     The Performing Arts area will be greatly enlarged to provide:

· Adequate teaching areas with a number of break out options
· Two breakout, soundproof rooms which will enable groups of students to work separately while being fully supervised
· Storage area
· Internal / external areas for group work
· Additional teaching areas as identified by the CIS/WASC report which asked the school to look at how it uses it teaching spaces (particularly downstairs)
· Areas for music specialists to teach 1:1 (generates income for school)
· Areas for ICT to be fully utilised (editing booths, Garageband etc)

Hall and stage area:
     The Hall will remain relatively unchanged structurally but the following   
changes will be made to make it into a facility which can effectively be used:

· Air conditioners will be replaced with new inverter ones (warm/cold)
· Portable staging will be purchased which will allow flexibility, greatly improved acoustics and safer staging for children
· Sound/Audio systems will be updated/purchased and installed according to need

It was felt as a sub committee and based on recommendations from others that the current stage area is not suitable and that it would be unwise to spend a considerable amount of money to “improve” the stage when there was no guarantee at the end of the process that the actual acoustic, lighting and poor sight lines etc would be improved.  Other schools shared their experiences of spending considerable amounts of money on trying to improve similar areas in the past only to find that at the end of the work the desired improvements did not actually eventuate.  As a result the stage will be refurbished into a multi purpose teaching area by replacing lighting, utilising the sliding doors to close the area off from the hall, painting with light colour and installing French doors to increase light and allow for in and out flow areas. This area will be used for:

· Music groups
· Class teachers/EAs (small group work)
· LSC activities (e.g. dance and drama groups)
· Early Years structured play
· Backing stage for portable stage when required (entry point, back drop etc) 




External area:
Decking leading out from the Music room and Multi Purpose room will allow for:

· Groups working from Music room (additional break out areas)
· Activities which have internal/external flow, especially Early Years constructive play (water based play etc), LSC varied activities, classroom based groups
· Science (micro gardens, further develop eco systems already established)


Projected Cost

Total projected cost of project including Performing Arts (Music Room, stage, hall) and Air Con - $6.5 million


Projected Timeframe (draft only as ESF to confirm)
February 2012 – School and ESF to agree on scope of job (confirm renovations, committed funds etc)
March/April 2012 – Project goes to tender and contractor selected.  
May/June 2012 - Necessary documents signed by all parties once final agreement of terms and conditions of contract have been established (negotiated)
July/August 2012 – project commences and is to be completed by Aug (completion date likely to be Aug 13, 2012)


Recommendation
The Performing Arts sub committee made up of staff, council and PTA representatives recommends to the School Council that the project goes ahead as per the details above.


Bill Garnett (on behalf of the Performing Arts sub committee)
Principal

image1.jpeg
&)




image2.jpeg
RE




image3.png





PEAK SCHOOL.
Clrifcaton of use snd efebishment of Pcorming At & Hal
saary 2

r—

T
EERE TR

P

S orors 7 i s e et P ot
e oty o

e
S vt iy s e 15




