
  

Year 3 

Supporting Addition and Subtraction at Home 

  

Examples of Card and Dice Games you can play at home 
with your child. 

Mathematical Vocabulary 

Addition  

 

Subtraction 

  

add 

addition 

sum of 

plus 

altogether 

increase by 

extra 

more than  

more 

count on  

plus 

minus 

take away 

take 

difference between  

subtract  

less than  

less 

take from  

decrease 

 



 

Dice Games you can play at home  
 

Not a 1!  Mental Addition and Critical Thinking 

 
The goal of Pig is to be the first player to get to 100. The game is played with a pair of dice, and 
requires a paper and pencil for scoring. 

1. The first player rolls the dice, calculates the sum (mentally), then rolls again if he or she wants 
to. The next sum is added to the first. The player can roll as often as s/he wants to before play 
goes to the next turn. However... 

2. If a 1 comes up on one of the dice before the player decides to stop rolling, the player scores 0 
for that round. The play goes to the next player. 

3. Worse still, if a 1 comes up on both of the dice, the turn ends and the player's entire total falls to 
0. 

 

 



 

 

 

 



Nice or Nasty 

Find a partner and a dice,  

Each of you draw a set of four boxes like this: 

 

Game 

Take turns to roll the dice and decide which of your four boxes to fill. Do this 

four times each until all your boxes are full. Read the four digits as a whole 

number. 

Whoever has the larger four-digit number wins a point. 

Work out the difference between the two four-digit numbers after each round. 

 

Challenge your partner.  Place your finger under a cell and ask them the value 

of the digit.  

Is the number odd or even?  Which digit do you need to look at to decide?  

 

Now for variations!  

Whoever makes the smaller four digit number wins. You'll probably want to 

change the scoring system. 

Set a target to aim for. Then throw the dice four times each and work out how 

far each of you is from the target number. Whoever is the closer wins. 

Play the same game with 5, 6 or 7 digit numbers – how many hundred 

thousands, tens of thousands, a thousands, hundreds, tens and units?  

This is the nasty version! 

Play any of the games above. This time you can choose to keep your number 

and put it in one of your cells, OR give it to your partner and tell them which 

cell to put it in. You might lose a friend this way! It's really important to take 

turns to start each round if this game is going to be fair. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Card Games you can play at home  
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Capers by Paul Swann 
 
 


